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Synopsis

The French Revolution sent shockwaves across the world. Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette were
beheaded, and in their wake came The Terror, where many more thousands of people lost their
heads to the guillotine. Yet, the repercussions of this moment event did not subside with the
execution of Robespierre and other key figures in this murderous revolution. Instead, it set in motion
the rise to power of a young Corsican artillery officer, who would lead his seemingly unbeatable
armies across the breadth of the Europe and become the new terror of the continent. Charles
Downer HazenA¢a -4,¢s fascinating history, The French Revolution and Napoleon begins with a
thorough study of France prior to 1789, explaining how a revolutionary fervor could grip the
nation.Through analyzing the development of the new French constitution and political system,
Hazen uncovers how Enlightenment ideals underpinned the monumental changes that occurred
through this period. These ideals were, however, rarely met and Hazen goes onto discuss why the
initial idealism of the revolution descended into anarchy, providing Napoleon the perfect opportunity
to take power for himself. The French Revolution and Napoleon is fascinating history of the period
from 1789 to 1815, when the events in France shook the globe to its core and have cast a long
shadow over the world we know today. A¢a -A“a clear insight into the character of the development
of the worldA¢a —4,¢s historyA¢a —A+ American Historical ReviewA¢a -A“The work of Professor
Hazen is admirably done. He has a rare talent for the clear and compact statement of complex
facts. His sense of historical perspective is just and his power of connected narrative is highly
developedA¢é —~A+ New York Times Charles Downer Hazen, born 1868, was a professor of

European History at Colombia University. He died in 1941.
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Customer Reviews

This work comes in midway between an overview and a thorough history. It is a fine way to
familiarize oneself with the French Revolution and Napoleon without having to deal with a large
number of details. The writing is competent without any real Flair for Style but all in all a worthwhile

read for the uninitiated.

| felt that this was a really good in depth look at Napoleon. The author also did a good job of
showing what led up to Napoleon assuming power in France. They had gone through some severe
economic difficulties in the country which made it even easier for him. Anyway, if you're really

interested in French and European history get this book because it's well worth the read.

Well written treatise of a tumultuous period in world history and the man at the center of it all.

Amazing how this brief historical period so severely affected world and European history.

Five stars for making sense of the French Revolution...and one star taken back for the attempt to
address the Napoleonic Empire, which really requires another complete volume. Great read...makes

me want to teach someone about the French Revolution.

| really enjoyed this book knowing very little about Napoleon or the French revolution before. He

was a very audacious and lucky man until he let his ambition run away with him. A good read.

As you would imagine, when you cover two large events such as the French Revolution and
Napoleon in a relatively small book, you aren’t going to get a ton of detail, but the author does a
good job of summarizing these key moments in history. It's a good read, and the author does a

good job with the high points.3,242 locations in length. Picked up while free.



Best summary and description of this era | have ever found...well worth your time...not boring..very

good read. Good for all ages..

Short concise overview of the French Revolution...The writing was wonderful...I went into this book
with some knowledge of the French Revolution....after reading this book | a greater understanding of
it
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